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did not respond); these ports move a large share of bulk commodities.
According to data provided by MARAD on international waterborne
commerce handled at U.S. ports, the total tonnage reported for the
ports that responded to the AAPA survey shown in Table 1-1 repre-
sents about 63 percent of total U.S. import and export tonnage in
1990; the value of this freight accounts for 87 percent of all U.S.
imports and exports in 1990.

The AAPA surveys only represent the views of port officials. The
views of state transportation officials, private carriers, environmen-
talists, and neighborhood groups are not equally represented. The
study committee, however, includes individuals with expertise in state
and local transportation administration, public policy, private trans-
portation, shipping, environmental regulation, and the role of neigh-
borhood groups in urban planning. In this report the committee has
attempted to balance the landside access problems that ports face
with issues such as the concerns of neighborhood groups, the public
support of policies to protect the environment, and the complex inter-
governmental relationships and policies that govern the provision of
transportation facilities.

In addition to discussing port landside access problems in the larger
context in which they occur, the committee has also interpreted the
survey results in a conservative manner. Ambiguous survey questions
and answers in the AAPA survey were not used. A discussion of
some of the limitations to the survey is provided in Appendix A,
which also contains the entire questionnaire and a summary of the
responses.

Case Studies

To help the study committee understand the landside access prob-
lems facing ports around the country, DOT prepared reports on
each of the site visits (see text box). Although not meant to be a
representative sample, all coastal regions of the 48 contiguous states
were visited (East, Gulf, and West Coasts and the Great Lakes).
According to data supplied by MARAD on international water-
borne commerce handled at U.S. ports, the ports included in the
site visits accounted for about 15 percent of total tonnage handled
by U.S. ports and 30 percent of the value of freight handled by U.S.
ports in 1990.